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STUDENTS AND FACULTY FOLLOWING THE DECEMBER ASSE STUDENT CHAPTER MEETING  IN THIS ISSUE 

This newsletter is created primarily by using 
text columns, so that text automatically 
wraps from one column to the next. Find the 
Columns feature on the Page Layout tab, in 
the Page Setup group. Get tips for setting up 
and using text columns later in this template 

Adding your own content 
The placeholder text for several articles in 
this template provides tips on how to 
customize this newsletter for your needs. 

To replace any placeholder text with your 
own, just select it and start typing. Note that 
if the placeholder text you replace is long, 
such as for this article, it might look like the 
page layout is skewed when you do this but it 
is not. The content that sits lower on the 
page only moves up because less content is 
present when you begin to replace your own 
text. As you type to add your text, content 
will move back into position automatically. 

Placeholders that remain when 
you add text 
The title and subtitle placeholders don’t 
disappear when you add your own text. They 
will look like regular text when printed but 
you can see the blue outline and title of the 
placeholder when you click in it. 

The reason these placeholders remain is that 
they are linked to other placeholders that use 
the same text. So, when you replace the title 
or subtitle placeholder text with your own, it 
automatically populates the corresponding 
placeholders in the headers and on the back 
page mailer.  

Replacing pictures 
To replace a picture in this template with 
your own, select it and then, on the Picture 
Tools Format tab, in the Adjust group, click 
Change Picture. (Or right-click a photo to 
access the Change Picture command.) 

The pictures that you see in sidebars, such as 
In This Issue at right, are formatted as In Line 
With Text so that they sit right in a paragraph 
mark and can be formatted as easily as text. 
The custom paragraph style named Sidebar 
photo applies indent formatting that helps 
align the photos perfectly with the other 
sidebar content. 

Pictures that wrap around some text in 
articles throughout the newsletter use text 
settings and positioning. Get help for 
working with text wrap around pictures later 
in this template.  

 

Plant Tour: Eli Lilly in Indianapolis 
IU ASSE Students traveled to Indianapolis to tour the Eli 
Lilly Plant. Students were provided an in-depth look into 
the pharmaceutical industry and their safety protocols. 
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November and December Meeting Recaps 
Recaps of the guest speakers, student internship 
presentations, and rundowns of other meeting 
information. 
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GSP Now Available to IU Safety Students 
by Dr. Kevin Slates 

It is with great please that I announce 
the safety undergraduate degree 
programs on both the Indiana University 
Bloomington and Indiana Southeast 
campuses are now a Qualified Academic 
Program by the Board of Certified 
Safety Professionals.   As a result, upon 
graduation, students can apply and 
receive the Graduate Safety 
Professional Designation (GSP).   

The GSP designation will substitute for 
the required Associate Safety 
Professional (ASP) credential.  The GSP 
designation is a very prestigious and 
valuable credential and highlights the 
rigor and quality of the IU Safety 
Program.  Again, congratulations to the 
IU Safety Program and thanks to all who 
have contributed to the success of the 
program.  Since our IU ASSE Student 
Section Listserv has limited reach, 
please share this great news with other 
graduates of the IU Safety Program who 
may qualify for the GSP designation. 

Understanding the Graduate Safety 
Practitioner Program 

The Graduate Safety Practitioner® 
(GSP®) is an additional path to the CSP, 

available to safety degree graduates 
from degree programs which meet 
BCSP Qualified Academic Program 
(QAP) standards. According to the 
BCSP, the average annual salary for the 
CSP certification is $107,000.00. Those 
awarded the GSP designation meet the 
requirement of holding a BCSP 
approved credential.  

How to Apply  

If you have graduated from a QAP 
during its accreditation period, you must 
submit a GSP Application and a copy of 
your transcript using ‘My Profile’ at 
www.bcsp.org. For information on 
QAP’s visit www.bcsp.org/GSP. 
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Robert “Bobby” Blair: Instructor at 
Indiana University, Bloomington, IN 

 

 

ELI LILLY 

Eli Lilly and Company is an American 
global pharmaceutical company with 
headquarters located in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, in the United States. The 
company also has offices in Puerto Rico 
and 17 other countries. 
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To setup a document for multiple column 
text, on the Page Layout tab, in the Page 
Setup group, click Columns and then click 
the number of columns you need. You can 
also click More Columns to specify column 
widths, the space between columns, or to 
automatically add a vertical line between 
columns. 

To change the number of columns for just 
part of the document (or if you want text to 

wrap to just the top part of the page and a 
new article to start below – as shown on this 
page), insert a section break before the 
position where you want to start the new 
column layout. To do this, on the Page 
Layout tab, in the Page Setup group, click 
Breaks and then click the type of section 
break you need.  

Select a section break 
When changing many types of page layout 
formatting for just part of the document—
such as paper size, margins, or orientation, 
the best section break type to use is a Next 
Page section break because it automatically 
starts the new section on a new page. 
However, when changing the number of 
columns as you might in this newsletter, you 
may prefer to select a Continuous break. The 

continuous section break (used a few times 
throughout this template) starts a new 
section immediately after the preceding one. 
So, for example, you can have a three-
column article followed by a four-column 
article, on the same page. 

  

Eli Lilly Tour: Safety 
Taken Seriously 
by Nick Zaberdac 

Profile of IU Safety Instructor: Bobby Blair 
by Michael Anderson 

Bobby Blair, Instructor at IU 

 

The Indiana University chapter of the 
American Society of Safety Engineers had 
the privilege of touring a manufacturing 
hub of Eli Lilly settled in Indianapolis, IN. 
The tour was led November 11th 2016 by 
Michael R. Chapman and colleagues, 
members of Global EHS for Eli Lilly and 
Company. This specific facility was used to 
manufacture two types of prescription 
drugs, Insulin and oncology tumor drugs, 
which are severely needed in today’s 
society. Students were encouraged to ask 
questions, and study the risk mitigation 
techniques used in the vast facility. The 
facility covered well over 500,000 square 
feet and produced truckloads of 
medications daily. This facility also had to 
follow standards published by the FDA, 
OSHA, ANSI, EPA, and foreign country 
regulations. Eli Lilly Safety Team Members 
spoke of the approach used to protect the 
employees and countless humans that use 
the medications throughout the world. 

The overarching backbone of the Eli 
Lilly safety plan is attacking from three 
angles, patient safety, employee safety, 
and accepting and navigating change. 
The main mission for Eli Lilly is to create 
medications that help people live more 
productive full lives, and the safety team 
plays a critical role in accomplishing that 
mission. Thank you Eli Lilly for the 
educational and eye opening facility 
tour. 

Where are you from? 

I go by Bobby (Blair) and am from 
Bloomington. 

What is your safety background? 

My background in safety is an MS in 
Safety Management and 7 years 
working in EHS, mostly ergonomics 
but also general safety. 

What are you teaching at IU? 

Teaching S415 Safety Education 
and Training. I am hopefully helping 
students prepare to be effective 
safety trainers when they get out in 
the job market. 

What do you like about safety? 

Safety is rewarding work, also very 
dynamic; no two days are the same. 

Do you have any 
recommendations for up and 
coming safety students? 

My recommendations are for 
students to soak in as much 
knowledge as possible and also 
speak with those in the field (at 
conferences etc.) to get both 
theoretical and "real-world" takes. 

What do you do for fun? 

For fun I enjoy playing golf, watching 
sports, and hanging out with my one-
year-old son. 

 



SAFETY WATCH NEWSLETTER | Issue 2  3

 

 

FSLC IN OAKBROOK, IL 

 

2015 OSSA at the FSLC 
Current IU Student Section President Nick Zaberdac and 
former President Willie Sease, prior to Nick’s speech 
about the IU Student Chapter’s Outstanding Student 
Section Award in 2015 

 

Ice Breaker at the FSLC 
In a combination Ice Breaker/Team Building exercise, 
students from different schools joined together to work 
as a team and build the pyramid of cups using only 
paper clips and rubber bands. 

FUTURE SAFETY LEADERS CONFERENCE 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IU Students Attend the 2016 FSLC
by Nick Zaberdac 

 

On November 3rd and 4th Indiana 
University American Society of Safety 
Engineers Student Section members 
attended the 12th Annual ASSE Future 
Leaders in Safety Conference. This 
year’s conference was located in Oak 
Brook, Illinois.  The following students 
attended included the event:  Reilly 
Donovan, Brittany Lester, Luc Letner, 
Walt Misselhorn, Josiah Moore, Mike 
Anderson, Tanner Warner and Nick 
Zaberdac. The conference sponsored 
several events and activities that 
primarily focused on networking and 
leadership development.  For example, 
networking with companies such as 
Fiat Chrysler Automotive (FCA), Liberty 
Mutual, and Georgia-Pacific, mock 
interview sessions, resume critiques, IU 
ASSE Outstanding Student Section 
Award presentation, and many guest 
speakers. 

Upon arrival, several students engulfed 
the restaurant and bar to watch history 
unfold as the Chicago Cubs took down 
the Cleveland Indians in extra innings in 
Game 7 of the World Series. Many 
students gasped a sigh of relief 
knowing they were safe in the west 
suburbs compared to being in 
Wrigleyville or Cleveland that night. 

On Thursday, highlights included a 
presentation from keynote speaker 
Regina McMichael, who had a lot of 
insight for students on how to handle 
being future safety professionals. The 
first series of roundtable discussions 
were held on Thursday, followed by 
subsequent rounds on Friday. Each 
table in these session had a different 
safety “topic” students could choose 
from, i.e.: manufacturing. On Thursday 
afternoon, Nick Zaberdac presented on 
the Outstanding Student Section 
Award that Indiana University received 
for the 2015-2016 school year.  

On Friday conference events started to 
conclude. Specifically, final critiques of 
resumes, and mock interviews with 
company representatives. In summary, 
students left the conference feeling 
refreshed and ready for what the world 
was going to throw at them. Students 
also enjoyed what the Chicago area had 
to offer, including a Chicago 
Blackhawks game and Giordano’s deep 
dish pizza. The 2016 FSLC was a huge 
success for IU students, and we are 
already looking forward to next year’s 
FSLC. 

 

Students who wish to 
attend next year 
should remember 
some the following: 
 The application process previously 
included an essay that asks the 
following: 

 What previous or current 
ASSE leadership positions 
have you held? 

 What have you 
contributed to your ASSE 
student section? 

 How do you plan to 
advance you professional 
skills outside of the 
classroom? 
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December Meeting: Former IU 
ASSE Student Chapter President 
by Nick Zaberdac 

November Meeting: J.F. Shea 
& Edge Safety Eyewear 
by Reilly Donovan 

On November 10, The IU ASSE student section hosted Edge Safety 
Eyewear for an ANSI Z87.1+ Safety Eyewear Certification Workshop. 
Representative Neil Powell presented to students to teach about the 
importance of eye protection, and how to make wise choices when 
selecting safety eyewear.  The workshop consisted of demonstrations and 
sampling of eyewear. Upon completion of the workshop, all attendees 
received a certification in eyewear protection along with free eyewear 
protection. The regular student section meeting began immediately 
following the workshop and included an internship presentation as well as 
two presentations from J.F. Shea Construction Company. Student Section Secretary Luc Letner presented on his 

internship this past summer with Dow AgroSciences. Luc 
discussed his experience throughout the company, 
including his main project and roles throughout the length 
of the internship. Luc’s main project while at Dow 
AgroSciences was updating and maintaining the confined 
space entries. Luc even received a trophy for his hard work 
and efforts on the project. Guest speakers from J.F. Shea 
Construction then presented. Speakers included former IU 
ASSE President Kyle Shickles (STSC), Stuart Lipofsky (P.E.), 
Jeremy Saum (CHST), and Gregory Nowak (ASP). They 
provided a presentation to students on who their company 
is, what their company does, and any open positions they 
had, including full-time employment and internships. 
Jeremy Saum and Brad Slagle presented on the California 
division of the company, while Stuart Lipofsky, Greg 
Nowak, and Kyle Shickles presented on the underground 
tunneling project currently underway in Indianapolis.  
Following the meeting, students were given an opportunity 
to introduce themselves, provide resumes, and speak with 
the representatives. 

Beginning with student section 
announcements, congratulatory remarks 
were made about the GSP certification for 
the undergraduate program, Dr. Slates’ 
ISHN “Top 50” award, and Dr. Applegate 
being named a fellow of Eta Sigma 
Gamma, the School of Public Health’s 
honorary fraternity. Congratulations to our 
professors on their hard work and 
accolades. Elections were held for both the 
vice president and secretary positions due 
to Robert (VP) graduating and Luc 
(secretary) resigning. Enthusiastic senior 
Tanner Warner was elected vice president, 
and Terry Batemon of the graduate 
program was elected secretary. I want to 
thank Robert for his dedication to the 
student section, and wish him the best of 
luck as he begins work for Zenith Insurance 
in the “Sunshine State” of Florida. 

I also would like to thank Luc Letner for 
being an ideal secretary and for his 
dedication towards the position and the 
student section as a whole. Luc is still 
heavily involved in the research 
committee. I also want to congratulate 
Tanner and Terry on being elected officers 
for the spring semester. Next, Terry 
Batemon gave his internship presentation 
covering his time at Milestone 
Construction, LP over the summer. Terry 
primarily focused his duties on overseeing 
the safety of crews on the I-69 project near 
Fishers, Indiana. It is always refreshing to 
see students enthusiastically talk about 
their internship experience and encourage 
other students to apply for the same 
positon at the same company. Finally, 
former IU ASSE Student Section president 
Neal Ward was our guest speaker, and his 
presentation was titled:   

 “Insurance and Your First Job.” Neal spoke about 
his duties as a Risk Engineering Consultant at The 
Hartford. He also provided insightful tips to the 
student section about networking, your first job, 
and how to handle advancement in the future. It 
was a pleasure having Neal back at an ASSE 
meeting. I hope the Fall 2016 student section 
meetings, plant tour at Eli Lilly, and Career 
Information Session with Amazon did not 
disappoint. I assure that next semester will be even 
more productive, as we pursue another Outstanding 
Student Section Award. 
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Community Involvement Update 
by Luc Letner 

The IU ASSE Student Section is 
planning on organizing a fundraising 
event for the Make-A-Wish Foundation 
for the spring semester. The event is 
tentatively going to be in collaboration 
with Chi Omega sorority on campus, 
whose philanthropy is the Make-A-
Wish foundation. Activities for the 
fundraiser are estimated to begin in 
either February or March. Be on the 
lookout for announcements about the 
fundraiser and volunteer opportunities 
once we return from winter break. In 
other news, a group of four student 
section members attended the 
Precision Gun Range in Spencer, 
Indiana on December 4th. Graham, 
Adlin, Walt and I all attended the 
event. Each member also went 
through a course on gun safety while 
at the range. The students were able to 
fire a variety of weapons, ranging from 
hand guns to rifles. 

Although the weather was brisk, it 
was a fun filled day for the student 
section members who attended.  

As for the research project on whole 
body vibration, we have made great 
strides as a committee in the past 
couple of weeks. Chase Laughead 
has been named chair of the research 
committee after volunteering for the 
position. Tanner Warner and I have 
been working on getting quotes on 
the equipment required to rent for 
the study. Adlin has been doing an 
excellent job compiling research 
needed for the study. At our last 
meeting, it was decided we will be 
working with E&B Paving, who is 
responsible for the asphalt paving on 
the Highway 37 road construction 
between Bloomington and 
Martinsville. All that is left to do is 
order the equipment, set a day or  

days when we can perform the study, 
and compile the results into a technical 
report for E&B. Hopefully the weather 
will cooperate once we return from 
winter break. The ASSE food drive was 
also a success as an approximate 42 lbs. 
was donated to the local Hoosier Hills 
Food Bank in Bloomington. A new food 
drive will begin at the start of the spring 
semester with the hopes of surpassing 
the previous amount. 

Research Committee (students and 
faculty) meets to discuss the project 

IU Safety Faculty Named Top 50 
Current and Future Leader 
by Michael Anderson 

Dr. Kevin Slates 

Industrial Safety & Hygiene News has named Dr. Kevin 
Slates as one of the Top 50 Safety and Health Leaders for 
Today and Tomorrow in the 2016 November ISHS 50th 
anniversary issue.  This award recognizes outstanding 
service, teaching and research contributions to the 
profession of occupational safety and health. ISHN is 
delivered monthly to over 71,400 safety and health 
professionals who direct safety and health programs in 
business and industry.  Again, congratulations to Dr. 
Slates for this national recognition.   

More Information on the ISHN Article can be 
found at: 

http://www.ishn.com/articles/105195-ishn-50th-
anniversary-50-leaders-for-today-and-tomorrow 
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Are you prepared for employment? 
Recommendations for success 
after graduation 
by Sarah Cady & Dr. Kevin Slates 

Think for a moment and ask yourself 
the following questions:  Are you 
prepared for employment after 
graduation?  What does it take to be 
successful and career ready?  To be 
successful in the working world, 
students must be career ready. 
According to the National Associate of 
Colleges and Employers (NACE), 
employers are looking to hire college 
students and recent graduates who are 
able to use and apply their talents, 
strengths and interests. These talents, 
strengths and interests begin the 
moment you step foot on campus and 
provide you the competencies to 
become career ready. Communication, 
teamwork, leadership, 
professionalism, and career 
management are a few of the 
competencies NACE defines that 
“broadly prepare college graduates for 
a successful transition into the 
workplace.” By being involved, 
exploring career interests and paths, 
and interacting with Career Services 
often, you will build these core 
competencies to gain a competitive 
advantage over your competition.  
Through interaction and engagement 
with the campus community and 
beyond, you begin to shape and 
develop the core career ready 
competencies including, but not 
limited to, teamwork, leadership and 
professionalism. Being involved in 
student organizations such as the 
American Society of Safety  

Engineers (ASSE) help you build 
collaborative relationships with fellow 
members from a variety of 
backgrounds and viewpoints. 
Additionally, your student section 
members will rely on your 
professionalism and work ethic for 
group projects, professional site visits, 
and additional outings with the 
organization. When you volunteer for a 
community organization you must be 
ready to demonstrate effective work 
habits such as punctuality, 
productivity, and time management. 
Exploring career paths through 
interacting with safety and health 
professionals also gives you the chance 
to build your communication and 
career management competencies. 
Additionally, it will help you build the 
necessary foundation to pursue 
opportunities for future employment. 
These two components of career 
readiness prepare candidates for a 
successful transition into the 
workforce. Often times you have the 
opportunity to interact with 
professionals in the industry, whether 
it be through ASSE or during a 
recruitment event hosted by the 
IUSPH Office of Career Services.  
Exploring career options via 
networking, informational interviews 
with professionals, or completing 
multiple internships provide additional 
insight into potential career paths. 
When you network with an industry 
professional, you are building your 

communication skills while exploring 
career paths. Effective candidates are 
able to articulate their skills, strengths, 
and experiences to potential employers. 
In summary, the Office of Career 
Services at the School of Public Health 
provides a number of events and 
resources available to students and 
alumni. For instance, we host six career 
fairs each academic year including The 
Career Expo and the Public Health & 
Safety Focus Fair. Both fairs connect 
students with potential employers and 
alumni to provide an atmosphere where 
you can network and practice 
communicating your talents and skills.  
The SPH-B Office of Career Services is 
here to help guide you on your path of 
success. Students who take action and 
master career readiness competencies 
are more likely to transition successfully 
into the workplace after graduation.  

Sarah Cady is an Associate Director 
of Employer Relations in the 
School of Public Health at Indiana 
University - Bloomington, IN 

For more information about the Career Services Offices go to: 

http://careers.publichealth.iu.edu/ 
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UPCOMING DATES 
- JANUARY 12th 

o 4:00pm ASSE Student 
Chapter Meeting – Guest 
Speaker TBA 

- FEBRUARY 9th  
o 4:00pm ASSE Student 

Chapter Meeting – Guest 
Speaker TBA 

- FEBRUARY 17th 
o Officers will be giving 

speech at CI ASSE 
Meeting 

o Amazon Info Session for 
other ASSE members 

- MARCH 9th 
o 4:00pm ASSE Student 

Chapter Meeting w/ 
Aurora Le from IU SPH 
Speaking about 
Biological Hazards 

- APRIL 13th 
o 4:00pm ASSE Student 

Chapter Meeting w/ 
guest speaker Vince 
Cooke from Kimball 
National Office Furniture 
Speaking about Early 
Prevention Programs 

IU ASSE Student Section 
President, Nick Zaberdac giving a 
presentation at the FSLC about 
earning the Outstanding Student 
Section Award in 2015 

ASSE NEWSLETTER 
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